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professionals and service delivery systems. In alliance with students, agencies, consumers, and 

professional organizations, the specialty area will promote the independence, acceptance, and 

dignity of all people with significant disabilities.   

 

The US Bureau of Labor Statistics projects an 11% employment growth rate of rehabilitation 

counselors by 2031 in the US.1 This is well above the 5% average growth rate for all 

professions. Through online delivery non-traditional, place-bound, and isolated students would 

be able to complete this degree. The CHRD program has received an increasing number of 

student requests for online delivery options to meet their needs for advanced degree completion 

while also working, meeting family demands, and living in a geographic location far from 

6'68¶V�FDPSXV�ORFDWLRQV��     

 

6'68¶V�Pathway to Premier 2030 strategic plan2 has identified numerous goals and strategies 

that support delivery of an online degree in Counseling and Human Resource Development. 

This includes Achieve Excellence through Transformative Education: 

¶ Creatively adapt teaching strategies in new and evidence-based ways to engage learners, 

expand access, enhance student success, and inspire current and future students.  

¶ Develop and invest in innovative undergraduate, graduate, and professional academic 

programs and continuing education opportunities with an emphasis on workforce and 

economic development.   

¶ Maintain student success as a foundational university priority through advancement of 

innovative strategies and initiatives that meet the needs of all students, enhance student 

belonging and wellbeing, and support expanded access to higher education.  

 

2. Are any other Regental universities authorized to offer a similar program at the proposed 

site(s) or through distance delivery? If “yes,” identify the institutions and programs and 

explain why authorization is requested. 

 

No. SDSU is the only regental university that offers a counseling degree in rehabilitation. In 

fact, the Rehabilitation Counseling program offered at South Dakota State University is the 

only Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) 

accredited Rehabilitation Counseling program in a four-state area (SD, ND, NE, WY).3 

 

1RUWKHUQ�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��168��RIIHUV�PDVWHU¶V�GHJUHH�OHYHO�&$&5(3�DFFUHGLWHG�SURJUDPV�LQ�

Clinical Mental Health and School Counseling.4 NSU received institutional and SDBOR 

approval to offer these counseling programs online (hyflex format) at the June 2023 SDBOR 

meeting.5 7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6RXWK�'DNRWD��86'��RIIHUV�PDVWHU¶V�GHJUHH�OHYHO�&$&5(3�

accredited programs in Clinical Mental Health and School Counseling and a Ph.D. level  

program in Counselor Education and Supervision in face to face and hybrid course formats 

 
1 Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Outlook Handbook, Rehabilitation 

Counselors, at https://www.bls.gov/ooh/community-and-social-service/rehabilitation-counselors.htm (visited July 

03, 2023). 
2 SD Board of Regents; Agenda Item 7-O, June 21-22, 2023. SDSU Strategic Plan: Pathway to Premier ± 2030. 

https://www.sdbor.edu/the-board/agendaitems/2014AgendaItems/2023-Agenda-Items/2023-06-21-

BOR/7_O_BOR0623.pdf (Last visited July 26, 2023) 
3 Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP). Find a Program. 

https://www.cacrep.org/directory/. (Last visited July 26, 2023) 
41RUWKHUQ�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��&RXQVHOLQJ�0DVWHU¶V�'HJUHH��https://northern.edu/degrees/counseling-masters-degree 

(Last visited July 25, 2023) 
5 SD Board of Regents Board Meeting, June 2023: https://www.sdbor.edu/the-

board/agendaitems/2014AgendaItems/2023-Agenda-Items/2023-06

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/community-and-social-service/rehabilitation-counselors.htm
https://www.sdbor.edu/the-board/agendaitems/2014AgendaItems/2023-Agenda-Items/2023-06-21-BOR/7_O_BOR0623.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/the-board/agendaitems/2014AgendaItems/2023-Agenda-Items/2023-06-21-BOR/7_O_BOR0623.pdf
https://www.cacrep.org/directory/
https://northern.edu/degrees/counseling-masters-degree
https://www.sdbor.edu/the-board/agendaitems/2014AgendaItems/2023-Agenda-Items/2023-06-21-BOR/7_G_BOR0623.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/the-board/agendaitems/2014AgendaItems/2023-Agenda-Items/2023-06-21-BOR/7_G_BOR0623.pdf


https://www.usd.edu/Academics/Graduate-Programs/Counseling
https://www.usd.edu/Academics/Graduate-Programs/Counseling
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Counseling and Human Resource 

Development (M.S.) – Rehabilitation 

Counseling Specialization Credit hours 

Credit hours 

currently 

available from 

this university 

online 

Credit hours 

currently 

available from 

other 

universities 

available online 

Credit hours 

currently 

available 

online 

Credit hours 

new to this 

university 

Major Requirements 58-63 45 0 45 21 

Electives 0-2 2 0 2 0 

Total, Degree with Proposed Major 60-63 47 0 47 21 

 

Requirements for the Counseling and Human Resource Development (M.S.) - 

Rehabilitation Counseling Specialization 

¶ CHRD 601 - Introduction to Professional Issues and Ethics Credits: 1 

¶ CHRD 602 - Research and Evaluation in Counseling and Human Development Credits: 3 

or EDER 610 - Introduction to Research Credits: 3  

¶ CHRD 610 - Developmental Issues in Counseling Credits: 3 

¶ 



https://catalog.sdstate.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=48&poid=10921
https://catalog.sdstate.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=48&poid=10920
https://catalog.sdstate.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=48&poid=10965
https://catalog.sdstate.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=48&poid=10919
https://catalog.sdstate.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=48&poid=10922


https://www.cacrep.org/directory/
https://www.cacrep.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Substantive-Change-Standards-doc-for-DD-page.pdf
https://www.cacrep.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Substantive-Change-Standards-doc-for-DD-page.pdf



