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the increasing need for the CNL to be prepared at the doctoral level.3 With the increased 

complexity of healthcare, a higher level of scientific knowledge, along with clinical 

expertise is required.4 In discussions and work groups at the meeting, the intent to 

establish a task force to work on the transition to a doctoral-level CNL was discussed. 

The CNL program at SDSU is currently delivered according to AACN’s Essentials 

document and the AACN competencies for the CNL. As AACN changes these 

documents to reflect the competencies at the doctoral level, it will be necessary for SDSU 

to also transition to the DNP to meet new standards for the 

https://www.aacnnursing.org/news-data/fact-sheets/dnp-fact-sheet

