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SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS FORMS 

 

New Certificate 
 

  

 

UNIVERSITY: SDSU 

TITLE OF PROPOSED CERTIFICATE: Gateway to Agriculture 

INTENDED DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION: Fall 2025 

PROPOSED CIP CODE: 01.0000 

UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT: 
College of Agriculture, Food and 

Environmental Sciences 

BANNER DEPARTMENT CODE: SCAF 

UNIVERSITY DIVISION: 
College of Agriculture, Food and 

Environmental Sciences 

BANNER DIVISION CODE: 3F 
 

☒Please check this box to confirm that: 

¶ The individual preparing this request has read AAC Guideline 2.3.2.2.C, which pertains to new 

certificate requests, 

https://public.powerdms.com/SDRegents/documents/1677062
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fundamentals of animal science, historical and current environmental topics, and the wide 

variety of ways that humans interact with urban and agricultural insects in today’s world.  

 

3. If you do not have a major in this field, explain how the proposed certificate relates to 

your university mission and strategic plan, and to the current Board of Regents Strategic 

Plan 2014-2020. 
 

SDBOR Policy 1.2.5 states South Dakota State University’s mission is to offer academic 

programs in the liberal arts and sciences and professional education in agriculture, education, 

engineering, home economics, business economics, nursing, and pharmacy. The agriculture 

nature of this certificate fits within the mission of South Dakota State University. SDSU is 

currently authorized to offer many AFNR-related majors including Agricultural Business, 

Agricultural Science, Agricultural Systems Technology, Agronomy, Animal Science, 

Agricultural Education, Communication and Leadership, Conservation Planning and Park 

Management, Dairy Manufacturing, Dairy Production, Ecology and Environmental Sciences, 

Economics – Agricultural Economics, Food Science, Horticulture, Natural Resource Law 

Enforcement, Precision Agriculture, and Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences. 

 

4. Provide a justification for the certificate program, including the potential benefits to 

students and potential workforce demand for those who graduate with the credential. For 

workforce related information, please provide data and examples. Data may include, but are 

not limited to the South Dakota Department of Labor, the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

Regental system dashboards, etc. Please cite any sources in a footnote. 

 

https://www.bls.gov/ooh/field-of-degree/agriculture/agriculture-field-of-degree.htm
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B. Is the certificate a value added credential that supplements a student’s major field of 

study? If so, list the majors/programs from which students would most benefit from 

adding the certificate. 

 

No 

 

C. Is the certificate a stackable credential with credits that apply to a higher level 

credential (i.e., associate, bachelor’s, or master’s degree)? If so, indicate the 

program(s) to which the certificate stacks and the number of credits from the 

certificate that can be applied to the program.  

 

Yes. The certificate will be stackable for any student pursuing a major at the associate or 

baccalaureate level. Students will be able to apply the 12 credits towards their major 

requirements and available electives. 

 

7. List the courses required for completion of the certificate in the table below (if any new 

courses are proposed for the certificate, please attach the new course requests to this 

form). Certificate programs by design are limited in the number of credit hours required for 

completion. Certificate programs consist of nine (9) to twelve (12) credit hours, including 

prerequisite courses. In addition, certificates typically involve existing courses. If the 

curriculum consists of more than twelve (12) credit hours (including prerequisites) or 

includes new courses, please provide explanation and justification below. 

 

Prefix Number Course Title 

Prerequisites for 

Course 

Credit 

Hours 

New 

(yes, no) 

AFES 203 Global Food Systems None 3 No 

      

  Select one of the following courses:    

ENGL 101 Composition I (SGR #1) None 3 No 

CMST 101 Foundations of Communication 

(SGR #2) 

None 3 No 

      

  Select two of the following courses:    

AFES 263 





https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/5_Guidelines/5_5_Guideline.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/academic-affairs-guidelines/Documents/5_Guidelines/5_5_Guideline.pdf

